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The original citation of Jerdon’s Nightjar 
Caprimulgus atripennis (Caprimulgidae) 

NIGEL CLEERE 


Thomas Claverhill Jerdon named Caprimulgus atripennis 
in his Illustrations of Indian ornithology , which were a 
collection of descriptions and colour plates of Indian 
birds published between 1843 and 1847 (Jerdon 1843- 
1847, Zimmer 1926). The citation of Jerdon’s Nightjar 
in this work has simply been given as plate 24 by all 
subsequent authors and the publication date for this 
plate was determined as 1845 by Sherborn (1922). 

An examination of this work reveals that plate 24 
clearly shows a different species entirely, the Grey 
Nightjar Caprimulgus indicits, and the accompanying text 
is headed Caprimulgus indicus , although with the 
different English name of Large Indian Nightjar. The 
identification of the species on plate 24 as Caprimulgus 
indicus can be accurately determined by the greyish 
ground colour, the lack of a hindneck collar, the bold, 
buff spots on otherwise uniform wing-coverts and the 
broad white tips to the four outer tail feathers. 
Caprimulgus atripennis can be ruled out by the lack of 
rufous-tinged ear-coverts and lores, the lack of a broad 
rufous hindneck collar and the lack of a bold scapular 
pattern. 

The text commences with a reference to the 
original description of Caprimulgus indicus Latham, 1790 
and confirms that identification was supported by 
reference to Gray (1832), although the illustration (plate 
34, fig. 1) in that work is of an utterly nondescript 


species. Much of the next two pages of text describe the 
range, habitat and habits of Caprimulgus indicus, 
although the description of the calls seems to suggest 
Caprimulgus atripennis. On the third page, the author 
writes about other species of Indian nightjars and it is 
only under the Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus 
macrourus [sz'c], that he refers to specimens taken from 
the eastern Ghauts [Ghats] and proposes the name 
Caprimulgus atripennis for them. Only the length, wing 
and tail measurements are then given. 

As a result of the above examination, I suggest that 
a more accurate citation for Jerdon’s Nightjar is: 

Caprimulgus atripennis Jerdon 1845, III. hid. Orn., p. 3 
of text to pi. 24. 

REFERENCES 

Gray, J. E. (1832) Illustrations of Indian zoology V ol. 1. London: 
Adolphus Richter. 

Jerdon,T. C. (1843-1847) Illustrations of Indian ornithology. Madras: 
American Mission Press. 

Latham, J. (1790) Index ornithologicus Vol. 2. London: Leigh and 
So the by. 

Sherborn, C. D. (1922) Index animalium. London: British Museum. 
Zimmer, J.T. (1926) Catalogue of the Edward E. Ayer ornithologi¬ 
cal library. Field Ahts. Nat. Hist. 16. 


Nigel Cleere, 2 Hawthorn House, Roundfield, Upper Bucklebury, Berks. RG7 6RQ, U.K. Email: 
cleere@churr. freeserve .co.uk 


Ashy Wood Pigeon Columba pulchricollisi 
a new species for Vietnam 

ANDREW W. TORDOFF 


The following observation was made during a 12-month 
survey of Hoang Lien Nature Reserve, Vietnam, by the 
environmental conservation NGO, Frontier-Vietnam. 
Hoang Lien Nature Reserve includes Vietnam’s highest 
mountain, Fan Si Pan (3,143 m). 

On 20 August 1998 I was passing through an area 
of burnt scrub on Fan Si Pan mountain (22°19’N 
103°48’E, 1,900 m) when I observed a pigeon land in a 
burnt tree 20 m away. I had an unobstructed view of 
the bird perched prominently for approximately one 
minute, after which it flew to a more distant tree and 
then out of sight. I immediately noticed the huffy collar 
with black markings, which contrasted sharply with the 
dark slate-grey upperparts and grey upper breast. 


Neither the upperparts nor the buffy-cream belly had 
any visible markings. The head was pale grey and the 
feet were red. I considered this bird to be Ashy Wood 
Pigeon Columba pulchricollis , ruling out the two other 
potential species after consultation with the relevant 
literature: (1) Speckled Wood Pigeon Columba hodgsonii 
was ruled out on the basis of the presence in my bird of 
a buffy collar, the colour of the feet being red rather 
than grey, and the absence of white speckling on the 
wing-coverts and belly; (2) Mountain Imperial Pigeon 
Ducula badia was ruled out on the basis of size, the 
presence of a buffy collar, and the absence of banding 
in the tail. 
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Ashy Wood Pigeon is not listed for Vietnam by King 
et al. (1975), Vo Quy and Nguyen Cu (1995), del Hoyo 
et ah (1997), Robson (2000), Gibbs et al. (2001) or in 
any other literature available to the author. I therefore 
consider this observation to be a new record forVietnam. 
Ashy Wood Pigeon occurs between 1,600 and 2,500 m 
on Doi Inthanon mountain in Thailand (Round 1988). 
The species is described as ‘fairly common’ on Mount 
Victoria, Burma (Robson et ah 1998), and there is a 
single record from northern Laos (Duckworth et ah 
1999).The species is also known from Yunnan (China), 
Taiwan, Bhutan, India and Nepal (del Hoyo et al. 1997, 
Gibbs et al. 2001). It is not surprising, therefore, that it 
should be found in a high-altitude habitat in northern 
Vietnam. The habitat for Ashy Wood Pigeon has been 
described as hill evergreen forest and secondary growth 
(Lekagul and Round 1991), and dense mixed evergreen 
and deciduous hill forest and secondary growth from 
1,100 to 3,200 m (Gibbs et al. 2001). The occurrence 
of this species in scrub is not necessarily anomalous as 
the bird was observed on a burnt ridge-top that was 
surrounded on all sides by montane evergreen forest. 

Fan Si Pan mountain is a relatively well-studied 
locality in Vietnam (Delacour 1930, Bangs and van Tyne 
1931, Korzun and Kalyakin 1998) so it is perhaps 
surprising that Ashy Wood Pigeon has not been recorded 
by previous surveys. However, it is known to wander in 
response to available food supply (J. C. Eames in litt ., 
Gibbs et al. 2001), and it may be that this species is 
only an infrequent visitor to the area. Alternatively, it 
may be that the high hunting pressure prevalent in 
Hoang Lien Nature Reserve has significantly reduced 
the population of this species. It is to be hoped that 
future conservation efforts can preserve this newly 
recorded species and the high avian diversity of this area 
(Tordoff et al. 1999). 


This work was carried out during the Frontier-Vietnam Forest Re¬ 
search Programme, which is a collaboration between the Society for 
Environmental Exploration and the Institute of Ecology and Bio¬ 


logical Resources, Hanoi. The author would like to thank Dr Damon 
Stanwell-Smith of the Society for Environmental Exploration and 
Jonathan C. Eames of the BirdLife International Vietnam Programme 
for their comments on the first draft of this paper. 
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White Tern Gygis alba sighted at Narcondam Island, 

Bay of Bengal, India 

H.S.A.YAHYA and ASHFAQ AHMAD 


Narcondam Island (13°25’N 94°17’E) lies in the Bay 
of Bengal between the Andaman Islands and the coast 
of Burma (Hussain 1984). The island is a part of a 
submerged line of peaks, which include the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, and lies 79 miles north-east of 
Port Blair in the Andaman islands (Abdulali 1971). Its 


area is approximately 6.8 km 2 , and the highest point 
reaches about 530 m above sea level. 

We conducted a short study during March 2000 to 
assess the status of the endemic Narcondam Hornbill 
Rliyticeros narcondami. During the study we also prepared 
a bird checklist for comparison with previous records. 
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